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DEPUTY’S ADDRESS 
The following speech was made by Mr. Leathem during a recent Boys Assembly: 
 
On Sunday the 6th of March this year, I was given an incredible gift. This was the day my wife and I brought home 
our youngest son, Charlie.  As you can imagine, this was a life changing moment for Ms Bechus and me but it was 
perhaps even more significant for my eldest son Oliver. At the age of 3, Oliver transcended the ranks of “only child” 
and became what I have been secretly longing to be for past 36 years – He became someone’s brother. 
 
You see I’m an only child. Now whenever I tell people I’m an only child, they look me up and down before saying 
something like, “Yeah, that makes a lot of sense actually” which is insulting because the stereotype about only 
children is not too flattering. Children who have no siblings are believed to be spoilt and selfish. Apparently only  
children are bad losers and don’t know how to share. In China they are referred to as ‘little emperors’ – because 
they’re seen as precious, pampered and entitled.  
 
And, if I’m honest, some of the stereotype is true about me. For example, I am a bad loser. Despite what I tell the 
boys I coach, I struggle to accept a loss. I have been known to sulk for hours after losing a scrabble game to Ms 
Bechus. And even though I can dish out scathing chirps, I’m not very good at taking them. Mr Gittins will tell you that 
I can come pretty hard at him when Everton are losing, but when he once sent me a message mocking Liverpool, I 
deleted him as a contact on my phone. When I bought my Playstation 4, I didn’t even order a second remote. 
 
But I don’t want to talk about the effects of being an only child – I want to talk about the corollary of this phenomenon. 
You see, if it is generally accepted that being and only child creates all these negative character traits – then it 
follows that having siblings must make you a better person.   
 
If being an only child makes you selfish, then siblings must encourage sharing and selflessness. If being an only 
child means you’re spoilt, then having siblings must ground you, and teach you something about fairness. And that’s 
the topic of my talk today. I want to talk specifically about the advantage of being part of a brotherhood. 
 
We often speak about brotherhood here at Jeppe. In fact, one of the unique selling points we offer to parents when 
we market our school is that when their sons attend Jeppe they gain access to this exclusive club, this brotherhood. 
It’s that type of brotherhood that I’m interested in exploring. 
 
Brotherhood is something that you need to experience in order to understand. I feel it every time I hear “You’ll Never 
Walk Alone” being sung from the Anfield terraces or the low rumble of “All we see is black and white” as the school 
war-cry begins. But I’ve often found that it’s a difficult concept to put into words. I’ve read many definitions and I 
think the best I’ve come across, comes from John Shertzer, an army veteran.  



 

 

 
According to Shertzer, “Brotherhood is the bonding of men of various backgrounds, beliefs, places, and eras around 
a singular set of life-directing values and commitments.” 
 
I like this definition because it explains how I can share brotherhood with the men I went to school with, and with the 
men who matriculated a century ago.  It allows me to be a brother to someone I disagree with politically, religiously, 
or in any other way.  It also explains how someone can attend the same institution and not feel part of - or choose 
to not be part of - the brotherhood. Because instead of being based on personalities and friendship, brotherhood is 
based on shared values.  
 
I think one of these values is loyalty, and a commitment to ‘being there’ for each other. 
 
Even though I don’t have biological brothers, I found brotherhood at Highlands North and later, at Parktown Boys. 
 
My friends who are Jeppe old boys like telling stories about how rough Jeppe was in the old days. Let me tell you – 
it had nothing on Highlands North. Within minutes of arriving in Grade 8, I was part of a group. A justifiably terrified 
group of grade 8s. We were united in our fear of the matrics. Again, justifiably. We would stick together, and bleed 
together and talk about it for decades to come. We shared a common purpose – surviving the first few days of high 
school – and we stood by one another’s side through tough times. At last, I had found brothers. 
 
Celia Lashlie, a social justice advocate, in her book ‘He’ll be OK’ talks about the importance of loyalty to young men. 
She describes asking a student to explain what loyalty looked like, this was his response: ‘It’s when a big bastard is 
coming towards you and you know you’re going to get a hiding, but your mate stays with you and gets a hiding too.’  
Now some might think that it sounds a lot like stupidity, but I think most boys in this hall would consider it loyalty. 
And I would agree to a certain extent. Brotherhood is about having someone standing by your side as you meet the 
challenges you’re constantly seeking as young men. 
 
You boys are very loyal to one another, and you often describe your commitment to sticking together in very dramatic 
terms: ‘I would bleed for him’ or ‘I would take a bullet for him’. But it’s not likely that your brotherhood is going to be 
tested in these life-threatening situations you imagine. Make no mistake, your loyalty to one another is going to be 
tested – just in smaller, less interesting ways. What happens if being a true brother means keeping quiet in class so 
that your brother can pass? What if your brother is making choices that you know will hurt him? So often we remain 
silent when our brothers undertake risky behaviour – not out of loyalty – that’s a lie we tell ourselves to make it ok – 
but because we don’t want to risk upsetting them or ruining the friendship. What’s the worst that can happen? He’ll 
tell you to stay out of his business. He’ll avoid you? So? Surely these things are easier than ‘taking a bullet’?  
 
And so we’ve got to be careful about not using this idea of loyalty to give ourselves permission to hide behind the 
group when we know deep down our actions are wrong. 
 
Why is brotherhood so difficult to define?  Because in it’s true form, it is extraordinary.  There is a reason so many 
brothers stand up at each others' weddings.  Or say the eulogy at a funeral. Those moments are reserved for family, 
or those who might as well be.  Those moments are for those with whom we’ve forged a connection that’s deeper 
than just beers on Saturday nights, or the matric vac we took together.  
 
True brotherhood is a gift, and a blessing, and an opportunity 
 



 

 

It reminds me of a line I heard in a movie once. The film is a comedy, but I think the line is profound. Maybe because 
it was delivered by Morgan Freeman – who routinely plays God. 
 
He asked, “When you pray for courage, does God give you courage – or an opportunity to be courageous?” 
 
That’s how I see brotherhood. God doesn’t just make you a better man. There’s no switch or magical wand that’s 
going to make you the great man you can potentially be. Instead, God gives you an opportunity to step up. And to 
my mind, that’s what brothers are. Brothers are our best chance to be the best version of ourselves. 
 
I’ve watched it with my own son in his new role as a brother. Without us asking – he has suddenly taken on 
responsibilities. When Charlie cries – he tries to make him laugh. He wants to be the one to bring him his bottle. He 
moves things out of Charlie’s reach if he think Charlie will choke on them. He even helps with nappy changes. He’s 
only 3 – but being a brother has given him a chance to be …. better. 
 
Creating a lasting, lifelong brotherhood takes time, energy, and continual investment. You have to “show up” for 
your brothers on a regular basis. You need to hold space for them to become who they’re meant to be. You need to 
encourage them, challenge them, and push each other to reach new heights. You know you are on the right track 
to experiencing true brotherhood when you can honestly say that you are not your brother’s keeper – you are your 
brother. 
 
JEPPE 1ST XV PLAY AT EMIRATES AIRLINE PARK 
 
The Jeppe 1st XV were honoured to be invited to play the curtain raiser game to the recent Super Rugby Lions vs. 
Stormers clash at Emirates Airline Park on 16 April 2016.   
 
Our opponents were Ben Vorster and although we lost the match, the opportunity to play at an internationally 
recognized stadium was invaluable to the team and they were unbelievably proud to be supported to the extent that 
they were by the learners in full school uniform and the broader Jeppe community all dressed in Black & White. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

125 YEARS OF JEPPE – COFFEE TABLE BOOK 
 
The 125 Anniversary Coffee Table Book was 
launch on Saturday 9th April 2016 in the Payne 
Hall.  
 
Pictured here is Jeppe’s own Mr. Chips, Mr. 
Bill Silburn, receiving his copy from Mr. Dale 
Jackson (1990).   
 
Books are available for purchase at R300 
each from Kevin Robins 
(krobins@jeppeboys.co.za).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
JEPPE PIPE BAND DEBUT TWO TEAMS 
 
The Jeppe Pipe Band made history recently when they entered two bands into a Pipe Band Competition in Pretoria 
on Saturday 16 April 2016 
 
 Both bands performed brilliantly on the day and the A Band placed first in their category.  The Novice band came 
3rd and were extremely proud of their achievement!  
 
The Pipe Band also elected the first “Band Captain” and Congratulations goes to Mandla Ndabula who has had his 
name etched into history onto the honours board in the famous Payne Hall.   
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TOP TEN - TERM 1 
Congratulations to the learners below, who were the top ten academics in their grade for the first term of 2016.  
 

GRADE 8  GRADE 9 

1st Ashirvaan Sookoo 87.91  1st Liam Stott 88.46 

2nd Cole Naamdhew 85.21  2nd Ushir Moonilal 86.64 

3rd Brett Harzon 84.90  3rd Bradley Moore 85.51 

4th Rowan Wales 84.46  4th Matthew Leishman 85.31 

5th Aron Horn 84.37  5th Pranav Harrichund 83.60 

6th Michael Esterhuizen 84.17  6th Akanyang Nkabinde 83.16 

7th Liam Thomas 83.97  7th Sergio Domingues 83.14 

8th Ciaron Weinmann 82.82  8th Muhammed Akoojee 83.08 

9th Chad Markgraaf 82.38  9th Mnqobi Magadla 82.74 

10th Gianluca Scola 81.98  10th Daniel Moffett 82.71 

       

GRADE 10  GRADE 11 

1st Jonathan Bosch 90.47  1st Preston van Tonder 94.93 

2nd Shaur Batohi 85.90  2nd Avinal Garach 91.41 

3rd Andrew van Olst 85.66  3rd Anre Waters 86.74 

4th Moeketsi Mashibini 85.19  4th Matthew De Bie 86.44 

5th Karel Zowitsky 84.81  5th Jabulani Mdluli 85.89 

6th Abdullah Bemath 84.76  6th Thabiso Mamba 82.36 

7th Preegan Govender 84.53  7th Sebastian De Beer 81.96 

8th Andrew Millar 82.80  8th Hank Smith 81.37 

9th David Newton 82.64  9th Brandon Ioakim 80.86 

10th Tareeq Govender 81.66  10th Ryan Naamdhew 79.49 

       
 

 

GRADE 12  

1st Derick Mathew 88.77  

2nd Ashwin van der Merwe 88.21  

3rd Matthew Gillmer 88.09  

4th Craig van Straaten 86.86  

5th Andrew Laidley 86.51  

6th Michael Gomes 85.74  

7th Bradley Mann 84.67  

8th Jared Wood 84.14  

9th Byron Campbell-Cowan 83.69  

10th Kilolo Muaku 83.21  
 

 
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE 
The release of the mid-year examination timetable has been delayed, pending an objection lodged with the 
Education Department.  The timetable will be released and distributed to each learner as soon as the issue has 
been resolved.   



 

 

JEPPE ENTERS FIRST EVER GAMING TEAM Article by Ms Craig 
2016 has seen the launch of the first ever Gaming Club at JHSB. It is affiliated to MSSA (Mind Sports of South 
Africa) which is in turn affiliated to International eSports Federation (IeSF). This august body is in the process of 
making e-Sports a fully fledged code in the Olympic Games. 
 
At present practices take place on an ad hoc basis at home with the boys connecting to each other from home. 
Plans are afoot to lay the infrastructure to the IT Lab at school that will allow practices and coaching to happen at 
school on Friday afternoons. This will presumably see a surge of interested boys joining the club and participating 
in a ‘ladder’ ranking system. This, I’m sure, will make us a force to be reckoned with in the future. 
 
Our boys took part in the MWEB On-line Dota 2, CounterStrike:GO (CS:GO), and League of Legends Championship 
on Saturday 16 April. The long day, which started at 9.00 am and ended at 5.50 pm saw our Dota team (Kevin 
Terblanche (Captain), Jordan Masters (Vice Captain), John Harker, Chris Pienaar and Nuno de Freitas) and our 
CS:GO team (Alex Turner (Captain), Jawid Khan (Vice Captain), Abdullah Bemath, Craig Rodda and Dylan Pahl) 
take part in 5 rounds each. The competition, which included schools, universities and outside clubs was extremely 
stiff and a definite eye-opener for our boys. Our CS:GO team lost their matches 1 – 4, while our Dota team manage 
to win 2 rounds but unfortunately lost the rest. However they managed to rank 3rd in the schools’ category. 
 
As almost all competitions insist that competitors be together in a single venue we have not been able to take part 
in ‘minor’ competitions or in ‘friendly’ matches versus other schools. This situation we hope will be rectified soon and 
allow our burgeoning club to flourish. 
 
 
JEPPE SWIMMERS EXCEL 
Matthew Edwards and Tristan Haig recently 
participated in the SA National Swimming 
Championships which was the qualifier for Rio 
2106 Olympic Games.   
 
Both swimmers were able to set new times for 
themselves and Matthew qualified for the semi 
finals in the 200 backstroke.  Both swimmers 
placed in the top 10 in the youth category for 
their swims.   
 
They were awed to be able to compete with the 
best in the world and swam against the likes of 
Chad le Clos and Cameron van der Berg.  Well 
done gents! 
 
  



 

 

JEPPE BASKETBALL PLAYERS SELECTED 
Congratulations to Junior Matsiesta, Tiro Dicks and Tristan Speck who were recently selected to participate in 
the Gauteng Provincial Basketball Team.  What an outstanding achievement for these incredibly talented players.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JEPPE ATHLETES SHINE 
Mpho Tladi and Nthutuko Ndimande, won gold at the South African 
Athletics Championships recently. They both broke the current SA 
records in their respective disciplines (110m hurdles and U15 800m) by 
some distance.   In addition to Nthutuko running a 1.55 for the 800m, he 
also won the 1500m – an incredible achievement at U15 level. 
Congratulations to them on these phenomenal performances!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RCL MEMBERS DONATE BLANKETS 
Members of the RCL recently visited the Malvern Clinic 
and were able to hand out blankets and baby jackets 
which had been donated to Mrs. Lilley for a worthy 
cause.   
 
Mothers who had gone to the clinic that day were so 
grateful to receive the precious gift of warmth from these 
fine young men as part of their community outreach 
programme. 
 
 
 



 

 

JEPPE DEBATORS SHOW THEIR TALENT 
On the last day of Term 1 our debaters 
competed in their first Mini Model United 
Nations Debate competition hosted by 
the South African Institute of International 
Affairs. The competition took place at the 
historic Sharpeville library and was 
attended by various members of 
government to commemorate Human 
Rights Day. The topic for this session 
was Human Rights abuses and 
Constitutions in Africa, with Jeppe Boys 
representing Somalia and North African 
NGOs. A big congratulations go out to the 
senior team, who placed third as well as 
to Reece Bloemstein for winning the best 
speaker award.  
 
 
 
JEPPE ROWERS EXCEL 
Following the Gauteng junior rowing trials held on 19th and 20th March, Malick Burger, Stephen Selepe and Caleb 
Haydock were invited to prepare for the further round of selection at the South African National Championships on 
30th April – 1 May.  The fastest crews from the South African Championships will be invited to progress to the 
National Selection Regatta to be held at Roodeplaat Dam on 14 th and 15th May 2016.  We wish these fine athletes 
all the best of luck! 
 
 
HOCKEY RESULTS FROM THE VARIOUS TOURS / FESTIVALS OVER THE EASTER HOLIDAYS 
1st team @ DHS 150th Festival 
Vs Michaelhouse   -   lost  -   1-0 
Vs Maritzburg College  -   won  -   1-0 
Vs Clifton   -   won  -   3-2 
Vs DHS    -   won   -   4-0 
Vs Glenwood   -   won  -   3-2 
 
1st team @KES Festival 
Vs Northwood   -   lost  -   1-0 
Vs Garsfontein   -   won  -   2-0 
Vs Eldoraigne   -   won   -   11-1 
Vs Queens College  -   won    -  2-1 
Vs Hudson Park   -   won  -  3-0 
  



 

 

 
Under 16A @ Grey College (Nomads) 
Vs Grey Bloem    -  drew  -  2-2 
Vs Hilton College  -   drew  -  1-1 
Vs Selborne College  -  lost  -  2-1 
Vs Grey High School  -   drew  -   1-1 
Vs Maritzburg College  -  won  -   1-0 
 
Under 14A @Maritzburg College (Nomads) 
Vs Hilton College  -   won  -  6-0 
Vs Maritzburg College   -  won  -  4-2 
Vs Affies   -  won   -  9-0 
Vs Wynberg College  -  drew  -  1-1 
Vs Prertoria Boys  -  won   -  6-1 
 
Under 14A @ Northwood (Founders) 
Vs Northwood   -  won  -  4-0 
Vs KZN u13A   -  won   -   3-0 
Vs Glenwood     -  won  -  4-1 
Vs Waterkloof   -   won   -   6-0 
Vs St Davids   -   won   -  6-0 
 
Under 14B @ Parktown  
Vs Helpmekaar U14A  -  lost  -  5-1 
Vs Parktown U14A  -  lost  -  10-1 
Vs CBC U14A    -  lost  -   2-0 
Vs Fourways U14A  -  won   -   2-1 
Vs KHS U14A    -   won  -  3-2 
 
 


