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FROM THE HEADMASTERS DESK 
We have come to the end of a very busy term and I would like to thank all staff, parents and learners for their 
involvement and support.  We trust that all learners have achieved what they set out to do and that the short break 
will be an enjoyable and relaxing one.   
 
The fourth term is traditionally a short one before the commencement of final exams and this year will be no different.  
The year-end examinations will start on Monday 31 October 2016 and we encourage all learners to use the school 
holiday to rest well and be prepared for a strong academic last term.  
 
To all sporting teams who will be participating in the various festivals and tournaments during the holidays, we wish 
them all the best of luck and trust that they will make friendships and memories that will last them a lifetime.  
 
To all members of the Jeppe family who will be going way, we wish you safe travels and we look forward to the start 
of Term 4 on Monday 10 October 2016.   Once again we ask parents to ensure their sons adhere to the Schools 
Code of Conduct with regards to uniform and hair requirements on their return.   
 
 
DEPUTY’S ADDRESS 
This afternoon we will be announcing the boys elected to the 2017 prefect body, 
and as it was my turn to address the school it seemed obvious that I should deliver 
a speech about leadership.  
 
But, as an English teacher, when I give advice on writing speeches I always stress 
the importance of knowing one’s audience. It was at this point that the task at hand 
became far more complex, because if I analyse the student body, you my 
audience, there are about 20 – 30 boys who might become prefects in matric, there 
are boys who captain teams in every age group and boys who are elected as RCL 
representatives but the vast majority of the approximately 1000 Jeppe boys sitting 
in front of me today may never hold any official leadership positions while at school.  
 
Now I’m only talking about official positions – you may have leadership qualities 
and be a leader among your friends – you may choose to lead by example – some 
of you will go on to be community leaders, church leaders and leaders of industry. And most of you will lead a family 
one day … but for now, the majority of you will find yourself in the position of follower and not leader.  
 



 

 

And no one wants to be a follower, right? The word follower has such negative connotations. We think of followers 
as being weak, ‘yes’ men or worse – sheep. People who go along with the crowd, blindly and mindlessly following 
the herd off the edge of a cliff. In our leader-obsessed culture, being a “follower” has become a signal that you’re 
doing something wrong: those in charge are celebrated; while followers tend to fade into the background. 
 
But I think we’ve got it wrong. Being a follower isn’t ‘bad’. First of all, the characterization of someone as either a 
leader or follower isn’t fixed. We aren’t one or the other. Most of us are both – just in different areas or at different 
times.  
 
Take this year’s Head boy, Kyle Grundlingh, as an example. While he held the highest leadership position available 
to a learner, there were many situations where he was expected to be a follower – whether this meant taking 
instruction from a teacher or coach, or having to execute the calls made by his captain in the pool or on the rugby 
field. Kyle obliged and assumed the role of follower. Being a follower did not make Kyle any less of a leader – in 
fact, I would argue that it was his willingness to be led – especially in areas where he knew that others might be 
better equipped to make the right call – that made him better leader. 
 
The idea that followers are somehow less-than is outdated. Perhaps in redefining the concept for our modern age 
it’s appropriate that we turn to social media for some guidance. On sites like Twitter and Instagram you can follow 
accounts and in turn be followed. No negative assumptions are made about the choice to follow. In fact, top Business 
magazines and newspapers publish articles such as ‘Ten twitter accounts every aspiring leader must follow.’  
 
I decided to look at the twitter habits of some of the world’s most illustrious sportsmen and women. My favourite 
footballer, Luis Suarez has 7.65m followers and follows only 40. Included on the list of people he follows are his 
principal sponsor Adidas, his club captain, his national captain and the official accounts of Barcelona and Uruguay. 
The point that I’m trying to make is that despite having nearly 8 million followers – even Luis Suarez, a player who 
literally bites his opponents when he doesn’t get his way, knows that there is a time to follow.  
 
Everybody has to follow. We all acknowledge a higher authority than ourselves in some area – whether that authority 
is spiritual, or practical. Gentlemen, we are all followers. Get over it. It’s not an insult. 
 
Now we have to talk about being good followers. I think there are two criteria that make one a good follower: first, 
trust your leaders. 
 
In voting for your school leaders, you have exercised your right to choose. Now it’s time to give those you have 
elected your support. When we vote people into power, we no longer have a say in every little decision that needs 
to be made, nor should we want it. We had our say when we helped put them into their positions. We voted them in 
– we trusted them with our vote and now we should trust them to be our voice and make difficult calls when 
necessary.  
 
The person you voted for might be the prefect who in a few weeks tells you to stand during assembly when you 
misbehave or takes your name when you arrive late for school. So often I hear boys comment on how so and so 
has ‘changed’ since becoming a prefect – which is so unfair. The boy who asks you to take your hands out of your 
pockets hasn’t changed – his role has changed and that would not have been the case had it not been for you.  
 
In my role as a deputy, I have come to realise that peer leadership is one of the most difficult of all the management 
functions. I ask that you appreciate the task at hand and support those who occupy leadership roles whether that is 



 

 

your teacher, your coach, your parents or simply someone expecting more of you. Leadership is difficult … trust 
those you choose to follow until they give you a legitimate reason not to.  
 
Which brings me to the second characteristic of a good follower. They hold their leaders to account. Your role as a 
follower is not a passive one. I have asked that you support those in leadership positions but perhaps your most 
important function as a follower is to keep those in power, in line. Expect more from them. Demand that they be the 
examples for others to follow – you have given them your voice and now you can’t allow that to be misrepresented. 
You will have to take direction but you have an underlying obligation to the school to do so only when the direction 
is ethical and proper. Good followers have the courage to challenge their leaders when things don’t seem right. 
 
The key is having the judgement to know the difference between an instruction that your leader gives that you don’t 
feel like complying with – and an instruction that is truly wrong. No one disputes that good judgement is critical to 
being a good leader. But it is just as important in the follower. Courage is at the foundation of effective leadership, 
just as it is for effective followership. 
 
Strong followers keep the leader in touch with what is happening on the ground, in real time. This is sometimes hard 
to do, requiring a follower's great tact and interpersonal skill at delivering to the leader the news that needs to be 
heard. When they disagree with those in authority, strong followers do so in private and avoid public confrontations. 
They aren’t passive-aggressive and they don't disrespect their leaders behind their backs.  
 
I know that there are many Jeppe boys who feel overlooked, and find themselves in the shadows of the school 
leaders. But know that how you choose to respond to that role speaks volumes – not only about your character – 
but also your suitability for future leadership roles. Show enough good judgement as a follower and you usually end 
up getting a shot at being the leader.  
 
 
2017 PREFECT’S CHOSEN 
Congratulations to the following learners who were selected to be prefects in 2017: 
Luke Allan   Malick Burger  Douglas Cutter   Matthew De Bie  
Kevin Du Preez   Tichic Fikipo  Darren Goodes   Devon Haig 
Joshua Harrison   Nceba Makgolo  Thabiso Mamba   Ashley Maritz 
Ryan Naamdhew  Sizwe Nkosi  Nhlanhla Nkosi   Mangaliso Ntimba 
Thorne O’Connell  Ntate Phakela  Edward Ramohlale  Stephen Selepe 
Ofentse Thulare   Preston van Tonder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LEARNER FEEDBACK FORM CREATED 
In order to allow learners the opportunity to communicate any issues, concerns or grievances they may have to a 
member of senior management the school has created an online form which can be accessed by using the link 
below.  The form can be submitted anonymously, should the learner so wish.   
 
We encourage learners to use this form responsibly and not to abuse the privilege it affords them to have a voice.  
Furthermore, parents are reminded that this form has been created for the use of learners only.   The usual channels 
of communication are still available to all parents.    
 
https://goo.gl/forms/se9TKyPsxiy1Y8hz2 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICES 
 
Proactive and preventative measures with regard to the possession and testing positive of illegal 
substances: 
 
Dear parents, 
 
Please be aware that an unannounced sweep of the campus and all classrooms was performed by the sniffer dog 
unit of our security company, 24/7, and with backup support from the SAPS, during school on Thursday 22 
September 2016. The purpose of the sweep was to identify any learners in possession of illegal substances and 
follows on a similar initiative undertaken last year. 
 
Other than the headmaster and executive team, no other staff members or pupils were given advance notice of the 
sweep. 
 
Pleasingly, no illegal substances whatsoever were found in the possession of any of the boys or on the property of 
the School. 
 
Jeppe High School for Boys has a zero tolerance approach to illegal substances and will continue to take proactive 
measures to ensure the safety of our learners and to reduce the risk of learners being tempted into making poor and 
uninformed decisions regarding the use or distribution of illegal substances. 
 
Further to this, the school has addressed the boys in a special assembly in relation to this and other discipline related 
issues and have advised them accordingly. 
 

 A number of boys have tested positive for banned or illegal substances in the past few weeks and have had 
SGB hearings or will be having one shortly. 
- In line with the school’s zero tolerance policy to these acts, certain of these boys have been expelled 

or recommendation for their expulsion has been sent to the GDE. 
- Police intervention has been obtained. 
- The school is in possession of the names of boys who have been implicated. 

 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/se9TKyPsxiy1Y8hz2


 

 

As such, the following will apply: - 
 

 Boys have been strongly urged to refrain from smoking, taking any illegal or dangerous substances as well 
as to keep clear of any dubious activities while on holiday.  Although not a banned substance, “Hubbly 
Bubbly”/Hookah pipes are an extremely dangerous form of smoking.  They are not regulated and therefore 
there is no way of knowing what is actually in the content.  It is the school’s experience that in certain 
instances where boys have tested positive for a banned substance, it was unknowingly ingested when 
smoking a “Hubbly”.  
 

 During the first week of next term, boys may voluntarily disclose to the school that they may test positive for 
a banned or illegal substance.  Should they do so, the following will apply: - 

 The school will engage in the standard drug testing procedure. 

 Should the test be positive, parents will be informed. 

 The learner will be required to enter a drug rehabilitation programme with Mr Reg Hammond. 

 The learner will not be permitted to participate in any sporting or extra-curricular activities until 
tested clean. 

 The learner will NOT be suspended or subjected to a SGB hearing due to having voluntarily 
disclosed the information. 

 

 From the 2nd week of the term, random testing will again resume across all boys, those previously implicated 
as well as others. 

 It at this stage a learner tests positive, all process and procedures as per the School’s Code of 
Conduct as well as the South African School’s Act will apply. 

 
Parents, we urge you to know where your son is, what events he is attending and who his friends are and moving 
forward we trust you will continue to support the school in these and similar initiatives. 
 

*************************************** 
 
It has come to our attention that certain learners are selling various food and sweet items to fellow learners on the 
school premises. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to inform all parties concerned that unless learners have permission from the 
headmaster, they are not permitted to sell items or trade on the school premises.  To do so would contravene the 
school’s contract with Chartwell’s, the operators of the tuckshop, and is also in potential contravention of health and 
safety regulations. 
  
Any learner found selling food or sweets of any nature on the premises without prior approval will be required to 
attend an IDC and face the normal disciplinary processes and procedures pertaining to the contravention of the 
school’s codes and policies. 
 
We thank you for your co-operation in this regard. 
 
Mr Anton Dempsey 
 

*************************************** 



 

 

We wish to advise all parents and guardians that the School Annual General Meeting will take place in the Payne 
Hall on Thursday 3rd November 2016 at 18:00.  
 
We encourage everyone with a vested interest in the running of the school to attend this important meeting. 
 
 
ISIZULU DEBATING 
The isiZulu boys participated in a debate competition starting in the beginning of September. In the final leg against 
all inner city school, Alex schools and Ivory schools, our school came second overall. Saturday the 17th of September 
saw a very stiff completion in several categories in 5 languages, xiTsonga, sePedi, isiZulu, isiXhosa and seSotho. 
A very productive day indeed from which we learnt as well as earned a lot. Well done to all boys participating. 

 
 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT 
We are pleased to advise that notification has been received 
that Mpho Tladi, our dynamic 110m hurdler and record holder, 
is a finalist in the Gauteng Sports Awards.  Mpho has been 
nominated in the category “School Sport Athlete of the Year”. 
 
The gala event and awards ceremony takes place on Sunday 
2nd October 2016 at the Silverstar Sands in Mogale City. 
 
We wish Mpho, a most deserving contender, the best of luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BASKETBALL REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
Congratulations to the following boys who have been selected for the Ekurhuleni U18 Regional Basketball Team 
2016. 
 
Tiro Dicks   Tichic Fikipo   Trystan Speck   Junior Matsietsa  
 
Well done on this achievement and we wish you well in your representation of this team. 
 
 
CROSS COUNTRY – SA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
The South African Cross Country Championships took 
place on the weekend of 10th and 11th September 2016 
in George. 
 
We are proud of the following athletes who achieved 
great results in their respective sections. 
 
Mzwakhe Mashaba - 5th in U14 section 
Thabo Masina  - 3rd in U19 section 
Ntuthuko Ndimande - 4th in U15 section 
 
Well done gentlemen. 
 

 
RUGBY 7’S 
 
Muzi Manyike (Grade 10) 
Congratulations on being selected for both the Lions U17, 7’s rugby team 
as well as the prestigious U16 South African High Performance (Green 
Squad) rugby team. 
 
This is an outstanding performance from this young man and we wish him 
much success. 
 
 
 

 
BASEBALL SELECTION 
Cameron van Niekerk (Class 2015) has been selected to join players from around 
the world in the first MLB World Selection team that will be travelling to Tennessee 
and Arizona in the USA from the 5th – 17th October to participate in an extensive 
tournament with various colleges.  We wish him all the best of luck for this 
incredible adventure! 
 
 
 



 

 

NATURAL SCIENCES NEWS 
 
NS Olympiad 2016 
The aim of the Natural Science Olympiad is to identify and nurture talent in Natural Science, Life Science and 
Accounting; to increase the number of learners who opt for Physical Science, Life Science, Accounting and 
Mathematics at high schools; and to act as a feeder for SAASTA’s National Science Olympiad for grades 10 – 12, 
which is now in its 51st year. 
 
Preparation for the Natural Science Olympiad starts at the beginning of the year, when schools register for the 
competition and learners start preparing for the examination. Themes may change each year. This year’s theme 
was on life and living. 
 
Although the prizes are significant, most of the past participants have noted that 
it was participation in the Natural Science Olympiad that was most important to 
them as it exposed them to fascinating new knowledge. 
 
Each learner receives a certificate with their results after the Olympiad.   
 
Jeppe High School for Boys started with the school based competition and the 
following learners qualified for the district competition which was held on the 
12/9/2016. 

1. Pranav Harrichund  
2. Westley Dameon 

 
These learners finished in positions 5 and 6 respectively.  They each received a 
certificate of participation and a scientific calculator. Our congratulations go out 
to these two young men.  
 
 
Teacher Challenge 
Annually all districts in Gauteng province submit lesson plans for Natural Sciences from 
all the schools in each district. Mrs Wasonga submitted her lesson plan for our district and 
on the 8/9/2016, was informed that her lesson had been selected to be presented for the 
provisional competition. 
 
The preparation towards this competition has been an ongoing process starting in the first 
term Feb, 2016. 
 
The competition was held at Sci-Bono science centre on Saturday, 10/9/2016 where Mrs 
Wasonga was awarded First Place for the best Natural Sciences Strategic and Effective 
Lesson Plan in Gauteng Province.   
 
Jeppe is incredibly proud to have such talented and dedicated teaching staff! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GOLDEN LIONS RUGBY COACHES 
We wish to congratulate the following staff members on being selected to the coaching staff of the Golden Lions 
High School Rugby Association for 2017. 
 

  
Mr Reg Hammond 

Forwards Coach for the Craven Week Team 
Mr Janse Van Der Ryst 

Head Coach for the Grant Khomo Week Team 
 
We are certain these teams will benefit substantially from your experience, expertise and knowledge. 
 
 
 
SPORTING RESULTS 
 
Soccer 
 

SOCCER RESULTS vs BENONI 

21 September 2016 

Team Result Score 

U14A Lost 6-5 

U14B Won 5-2 

U15A Lost 3-2 

U15B Won 6-3 

U16A Won 2-0 

U16B Won 3-2 

2ND's Won 5-2 

1ST's Won 4-1 
 

SOCCER RESULTS vs ST. BENEDICTS 

26 September 2016 

Team Result Score 

U14A Won 2-0 

U14B Won 3-2 

U15A Lost 1-0 

U15B Won 2-0 

U16A Drew 0-0 

U16B Won 3-1 

2ND's Won 4-2 

1ST's Won 2-1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SOCCER RESULTS vs ST. JOHNS 

28 September 2016 

Team Result Score 

U14A Won 3-2 

U14B Drew 1-1 

U15A Lost 2-0 

U15B Won 3-1 

U16A Drew 0-0 

U16B Won 3-1 

2ND's Won 2-0 

1ST's Lost 1-0 

 
 
ATHLETICS 
We had a very successful athletics season starting with the Inter-House meeting which was one by Sable House 
and ending with the prestigious Inter-High meeting hosted by St David’s on 24th September 2016.  
 
Not only were the results extremely encouraging, so was the participation, enthusiasm and support shown by most 
of the boys.   
 
Many school records were broken across all events this season, some of which have stood for many years, attesting 
to the calibre of athlete we currently have in our fold. 
 
Jeppe came 2nd to KES in both the A and B team sections and beating Affies at the Inter-High meeting.  It is 
noteworthy that KES only beat Jeppe by 2 points in the B team section, proving that we are definitely closing the 
gap on our strongest rivals. 

 

 
Some good scoreboard reading from the season 



 

 

 

 
 
 


